
Citizen of Heaven, Resident of Earth
Reading Plan
(Selected Passages)

God's Sovereignty ~ Week of November 14

Before we can touch any truth we come across in God's written word, we need to 
understand two things –

1) God is over all! Take time this week to read and study Genesis 1:1-2:3, Psalm 2, Job 
12:13-25, and Colossians 1:1-23.

2) God is the One who loves, redeems, intercedes, and works miracles in our lives, 
when we respond to His invitation to come! Read and study Colossians 2, Psalm 
136, Matthew 4:12-25, and Romans 8 (specifically vv. 26-31).

Pleasing God ~ Week of November 21

Our sole purpose in life ought to be pleasing God. This happens, as we stay connected 
to God through Christ (see John 15:1-5). When we come to Jesus, repenting of sin 
(turning to Jesus and away from sin), we are given this beautiful life in His Spirit. Even 
though the sin in our lives has permanently separated us from God, our Eternal Father, 
we have given redemption through Jesus Christ. We are given this brand new life, 
where we are never alone again. Our companionship with Jesus, the Christ, is for all 
eternity. We can please God, because of our relationship with Jesus. So this week, we 
will discover how to please God in this new life we are given. Not only are we given a 
brand new life, we are given the ultimate Helper. The Holy Spirit is given to us, to help 
us please God in the way we live.

We have two principles to fix our eyes on, this week.

1) God calls us to live as Christian exiles. You may be asking yourselves what this 
means. We belong to another place. While we may live in this world for our 
earthly life, it is not our permanent home. Take time this week to read and study 
Jeremiah 29:1-23, 1 John 2:15-17, 1 Peter 2:4-12, Philippians 1:27-30, and 3:17-21.

2) God is giving us the tools to succeed not only in this life, but to prepare ourselves 



for the one to come where we will dwell in Heaven with Jesus for all eternity. 
Take time to read and study John 14-17 (specificially 14:1-6, 16:33), Romans 8:31-39,
and 1 John 4:4-6.

Influence ~ Week of November 28

As Christians, we have the opportunity to influence this world through our actions (or 
lack of). Our attitudes and actions toward the government and its officials is how we 
can please God and invite others to have a taste of the Lord's goodness. Even without 
consciously being aware of it, others are watching how we respond to the world 
around us and our attitude toward our government. These are both things that will 
stand out, as we face a culture of discontentment, gossip, and slander geared towards 
our government (see Hebrews 12:1-2; Philippians 2:1-18).

This week, I want to examine key ways we can please God through our treatment of 
the governing officials around us. The Bible gives us specific ways to honor God.

1. Understanding the Leaders' Choices and Consequences (Prov. 11:11, 28:2)
2. Submission to the Government (1 Peter 2; Romans 13; Matthew 22:15-22; Titus 3:1-

11, 14)
3. Pray for the Government (2 Chronicles 7:14; 1 Timothy 2:1-15)
4. Devoting ourselves to honoring God as a nation (Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:1-4:6)

For the remainder of our Bible study, we will be looking at seven specific books of the 
Bible – which teach us about Israel's own government. While they chose a king to 
govern the people, rather than listening to God, they show us how to make wise 
choices and the importance of such choices to see our nation thrive rather than 
crumble.

The Book of Daniel ~ Week of December 5

This week could be described as, learning by example. Our primary reading is found in 
the book of Daniel. We will read and study the whole book of Daniel over the course of 
seven days. As we learn from Daniel, we will be tremendously blessed as we look to 
how Daniel lived out his faith on the battlefield (or in exile). If there is time, take some 
moments in your week to read and study 1 Chronicles 29 and Judges 6-8.

The Book of 1 Samuel ~ Week of December 12

This week, we will read and study 1 Samuel. Each of us work at our own pace, but this is 
a well-worth goal to pursue. Take your time. Soak up His truths. Learn whatever lessons



you can, from this precious book found in God's Word.

The Book of 2 Samuel ~ Week of December 19

Last week, we studied 1 Samuel. We may not have completed our intended target of 
reading all the way through 1 Samuel, and that's okay. Just keep moving forward, and 
soaking up God's truths. This week, we will be finishing up 1 Samuel and reading 
through 2 Samuel. I know this week is busy for many of us. So, let's set up a daily goal. 
An example of this week's daily reading goal can be found below, but remember you 
may need to alter it to make it work with your schedule. Perhaps Sunday (Christmas) is 
a busy day for you, but Wednesday is a flexible day where you can spend more time 
reading through 2 Samuel. Take advantage of that time, as you pursue Christ who first 
pursued you (1 John 4:19). Here is an example of a daily reading plan –

Monday – 2 Samuel 1-3 Tuesday – 2 Samuel 4-7
Wednesday – 2 Samuel 8-10 Thursday – 2 Samuel 11-13
Friday – 2 Samuel 14-17 Saturday – 2 Samuel 18-20

Sunday – 2 Samuel 21-24

The Book of 1 Kings ~ Week of December 26

We have read through 1 and 2 Samuel. Now, we will begin to read through the Kings. 
This week, we will read through 1 Kings. There are 22 chapters in this book, filled with 
insight on kings, governments, God, and how we influence others by the choices we 
make. Take time to enjoy God and His Word this week.

The Book of 2 Kings ~ Week of January 2

Last week, we read through 1 Kings. Now, we will begin to read through 2 Kings. When 
we left off in 1 Kings, Ahaziah became king. This was a man who did not follow God or 
His Word (which is His law). He did what was evil in God's sight. He worshiped other 
gods. While others influenced his choice (including a former king who led Israel into sin 
and the example of Ahaziah's parents), he made his choices. Elijah, God's prophet, will 
confront King Ahaziah in 2 Kings, chapter 1. Let's take time to watch God work and fight
for His people. Take time to read and study 2 Kings this week.

The Book of 1 Chronicles ~ Week of January 9

By now, we have read Daniel, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and other portions of 
Scripture. We are learning so much about God, His love for His people, how leaders 
have made choices – which led their people into sin, and how God is sending His 



prophets to work on His behalf. Today, we will begin to read and study 1 Chronicles. I 
urge you to not become discouraged, as you read this important book. Each name has a
story to tell. God powerfully worked in each person's life, but they made choices – good
or bad. The key is to learn from and through them. Take time to read through 1 
Chronicles.

The Book of 2 Chronicles ~ Week of January 16

This is our final week. Have you learned a lot? How is it altering your perspective of God 
and His power, the importance of our governmental leaders, how we respond to Jesus 
Christ, and lastly the attitude we maintain about those God has placed in authority over 
our lives? Take time this week, to read through 2 Chronicles – making notes about the 
insight God shares with you.


