
Philippians 2.16-30; Psalm 2

Paul – seeks to be a good steward. Even though he is in great suffering, he wants to know that
his efforts weren't in vain or useless. He wanted the Church of Philippi to hold onto the Word.

Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I 
will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work 
was not useless. (see vv. 16)

Paul, a servant of God, wants the opportunity to rejoice alongside the disciples whose lives he
has been involved in – through the sharing of the Gospel, investing in them, and walking 
alongside them... To invest is to pour into another person how God has spoken to you and the
sharing of what God has brought you through. Some questions we can ask ourselves include:

1. Can we say the same? Do we long for those we have invested in – to progress in their 
spiritual lives, continuing to seek and intimately experience God more?

2. In the past, how have we invested in others?
3. How have we, ourselves, been invested in by others?

As we invest in others as Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus did, we will be overjoyed when we 
see the fruits of their salvation. We will have peace knowing we are doing His will. It is a gift 
from God to see such fruit. To see their spiritual progress. We want to see others, especially 
those we pour into, press into Jesus – and intentionally seek Him! The Church of Phillippi 
wholly seeking God would make Paul's suffering worth while. Even if he wouldn't see it first 
hand, he could hear about it through Timothy.

In Paul's ministering alongside Timothy, he also mentions Epaphroditus. He is one who 
reached out to Paul, the Church of Philippi cared deeply for him and grieved when he became
deadly ill, and now wanted to send Epaphroditus back to Philippi – so they may be comforted.

Though in his own suffering, Paul took note of God's mercy by healing Epaphroditus. By God 
sparing Epaphroditus, He spared Paul of additional sorrows – and Paul took note of that. In a 
sea of struggles, I cannot say my perspective would immediately go there. However, it showed
the kind of relationship Paul had with God through God's precious Son Jesus Christ.

Psalm 2 – We go from good stewards and followers of God's royal Son to the nations rejecting
God and devising their own wicked plans. Destruction comes when we go against God. Sin 
breeds destruction. When we refuse to submit to God, heartache will come. How can we go 
against the One we were made for? How could we ever be so foolish? Won't we seek wisdom?

Now then, you kings, act wisely! ... Submit to God’s royal son, or he
will become angry, and you will be destroyed in the midst of all 
your activities— for his anger flares up in an instant. But what joy 
for all who take refuge in him! (see vv. 10-12)
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