
Philippians 3

Rejoice in the Lord – this needs to be our aim. As we remain focused on Him, our hope is 
never forgotten. We mustn't forget the precious value of knowing Christ. Paul addresses the 
dangers of placing our confidence in ourselves. We may not have his heritage, but we have 
our own stories. There are things where we desire to place our confidence. The truth is: our 
confidence must rest in the Lord and the hope we find in Him!

Everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ (vv. 8)

We place all of those things aside, so we may become one with God through His Son Jesus 
Christ. We could never earn salvation, which is why our confidence must remain in God's 
grace through Jesus Christ's perfect atonement for our sins and His resurrection that offers us 
brand new life... Our righteousness is only through faith in Christ. Through Christ, we are 
made right with God – our Creator!

When we place our faith in Christ alone, we can be in the same place as Paul to experience 
God. We can truly know and experience Christ, His mighty power (the same that raised him 
from the dead), suffer with Him, and share in His death (see vv. 10).

… one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead! (vv.
11)

We need to press into Christ – that we may experience Him. God is allowing us to experience 
the resurrection from the dead in the most personal way. Though we were dead and trapped 
in our sins, we are made alive in God through Christ (see Ephesians 2:5). The crooked, evil 
things we used to do, while in the world and without Christ, we no longer do anymore. It does
not mean we will be without fault and perfect, but we are being transformed (see 2 
Corinthians 3.18). Yet, we can cherish our new, abundant life. We have an eternal hope that 
will not be taken from us! God is working and will not give up on us.

As we press into Christ, the most important instruction we could be give is to forget the past 
and press onto our future in Christ (see vv. 13). We need to keep our eyes on Christ Jesus, and 
continue toward the prize Jesus is calling us toward: salvation in Him.

Reflection Activities:

1. Meditate on how God has worked in your life and used other believers to grow you in 
your walk with Him. What kind of progress have you made? How is God transforming 
you? (see vv. 13, 16)

2. Do your actions reflect that you are His and intentional in your relationship with God 
through His precious Son Jesus Christ? (see vv. 17)

3. Together - we are reminded of our everlasting hope in Philippians 3.21-22. Write out 
this passage and intentional place it where you will often see it.
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