
Philippians 2.12-15

Paul begins by instructing the Church of Phillippi to continue following his instructions., that 
he received from God – all powerful, all knowing, delighting in us despite all we are, His grace 
is better than life itself – that is God. That is the God we are talking about – the One True, 
Living God. It's so important to listen to God's instructions for us in today's section of 
Scripture. We need to pursue godly living and honor Christ in our words and deeds.

Paul gave three instructions between verses 12-14:

1. Work hard to show the fruits of your salvation. (see vv. 12)
2. Obey God with deep reverence – recognize God is working in you – giving you what 

you need to obey Him (see vv. 12-13).
3. Don't complain or argue. It gives others room to criticize you. (see vv. 14)

How will we apply them to our lives? Not tomorrow or next week when we “get around to it”, 
how will we meditate upon and seek to apply these instructions we are given? We are to 
shine like bright stars in the sky in a crooked and perverse generation, sounds like great stuff. 
It really does. How do we reach that point of shining like that? Do we expect for it instantly 
just happen by God's amazing grace? Scripture reminds us that God's grace doesn't mean we 
can use our freedom for sin or to ignore His instructions (which is still sin).

… Since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can 
go on sinning? Of course not! (See Romans 6:15-16)

Reflection Questions:

1. In my spiritual life, am I working hard to show the fruits of my salvation? By working 
hard, I mean, am I seeking to be more devoted to God? For the past week (or couple of
days), have I: intentionally spent time with Him? Through prayer?  His Word? Listening 
to praise music? The meditation of my heart? Fellowship with other believers? Listened 
to His voice? Walked in obedience?

2. Obey God with reverence. Do I believe God knows the ultimate way? Do I believe He is 
all powerful? Do I believe God will give me what I need to follow Him in total 
obedience?

3. In the sphere of complaining or arguing, how am I doing? I don't mean how much less I
complain/argue compared to those around me.  I need to use the appropriate 
measuring utensil – God's Word. In light of what God's Word says “Don't complain or 
argue”, how am I doing? Am I engaging in the battle to resist the temptation? Do I 
recognize fleeing from complaining and arguing would solve my criticism problem?

The Significance - We need to cling to the Word of God, that is our truth. We know Jesus is 
coming back. Let's make it our ambition to give God all of us, so we can live unashamed – 
knowing we have ran the race well without compromising. As we seek to follow God in every 
aspect of our lives – we will shine for Jesus in a world filled with darkness (see vv. 15). 
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