
Mark 3.22-4.9

When we left off yesterday, Jesus' family called him crazy. Today, we read that the crowd 
surrounded Jesus. The crowd who kept following Him wherever He went. Here's a thought: What if
they secretly (though known by God) wanted to be part of Jesus' family? To be closer to Him? 
What if they already knew He is God in the flesh? For some of the crowd, it wasn't about the 
miracles – but the very words Jesus would speak, that would take anchor in their spirits.

Before getting to Jesus' family, Jesus is called a demon who is casting out demons. Completely 
illogical, considering only God can cast out demons. It would take One much stronger the Devil to
cast out demons. When arm wrestling with someone of equal strength, no one wins – it is a tie. 
How could that explain Jesus' work? It can only be explained by God alone. Jesus has been given 
full authority by the Father! They didn't want to acknowledge the truth: Jesus is fully God!

“So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of 
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s 
one and only Son (John 1.14).”

When approached with truth, we can rationalize what's going on to avoid the truth. After all that 
has happened in Mark 3, the religious leaders didn't want to face any of it – including Christ Jesus'
divine authority. Yet, God would use it all for His glory! The true intervenes in the situation. To 
deny Christ is the unforgivable sin. Blaspheming the Holy Spirit is something with eternal 
consequences. But to recognize who Jesus is, brings eternal life – no condemnation, but life... 
abundant life. The Reformation Study Bible, includes this explanation of blaspheming the Holy 
Spirit.

“associating the power and the work of Jesus, who is full of the Holy 
Spirit, with the work of Satan” 

We must come to Christ. We must realize our need for Him. We must recognize who Christ Jesus 
is! In order to come to Christ, we have to be willing to listen (4.9) and ready to respond to the 
Word of God. It will provide lasting fruit. James 1.21 reminds us to get rid of our filth and come 
running to God through His Son Jesus as we accept His Word – so we can be saved!

As Jesus teaches us that those within His family are those who do God's will. If they aren't doing 
God's will, they aren't part of His family. There's a part of this message that soothes the heart of 
every believer: though broken sinners, we have gained entrance into the family of God through 
the blood and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ!

May we listen, letting His Word take root in our hearts, and save our souls. Not stopping there, 
may we surrender everything we are to Him.

Reflection Activities:

1. For us, what constitutes someone becoming part of our family? (see 3.35)
2. Are we recognizing who Jesus really is? Are we taking time to get in the Word and really 

listen to what God has to tell us? Are we allowing it to radically change our lives?
3. Meditate on who Jesus is and being made a part of the family of God.
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