
Mark 1.1-20

In verses 16-20, 4 men leave everything to follow Jesus. They leave the mundane and set out 
for great adventure. They didn't know much, but that His name was Jesus and He would show 
them things they hadn't seen before. They would of known what John the Baptist said 
regarding Jesus. John the Baptist tells them: I am not even worthy to untie Jesus' sandals. I am
not enough to submit myself as a servant – which is a high position when you consider who 
Jesus is – the Messiah. 

John Mark, the author of this book, teaches us that John the Baptist's arrival was fulfillment of 
the Scriptures. Isaiah the prophet was given this word long before it came to pass:

Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, and he will prepare your 
way. He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him. (vv. 2-3)

Mark reminds us that John the Baptist fulfills this prophesy. God kept His original plan. He is 
that good!

This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and 
preached that people should be baptized to show that they had repented 
of their sins and turned to God to be forgiven. (vv. 4)

When Jesus is baptized, God powerfully declares “This is my Son in whom I delight in.” This 
would be a beautiful way of God bringing about His work – to bring rebellious people back to
Himself. After Jesus is baptized, the Spirit “compelled” Jesus to go into the wilderness. To see 
this in this Scripture is such an encouraging note to me, because the Holy Spirit, who lives 
inside every believer and follower of Christ, compels us to do things we ordinarily wouldn't 
do. Wouldn't it make more sense to immediately begin preaching? The Father had other 
plans, and God would use it. God would use it to speak into the heart of every believer, 
because we each face temptation. Jesus shows us how to conquer temptation and the 
authority of God's Word.

As God's children, we need to know God's Word and speak to others about the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Hold on, before you get too anxious. He can give us a peace that surpasses all 
understand. He will be our help. Through Christ, we have the forgiveness of sins. We need to 
repent of our sins, and come running back to the Father through His Son Jesus Christ.

Reflection Activities:

1. How has the Spirit compelled you to do something lately? Did it makes sense 
beforehand? How about afterward?

2. Do you recognize the authority of God's Word, the Bible?
3. Meditate on your relationship with God through Jesus Christ. How is He calling you to 

leave the mundane behind? How is He inviting you to share in what He is doing, by 
telling others about Him and our need for Him?
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