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“The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble 
task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-
minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent 
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household 
well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know how 
to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church? He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation 
of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall 
into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.” – 1 Timothy 3.1-7

“Like the marines, we are looking for a few good men.” It is the qualities of these men, 
not the methods. Some of the wrong methods for choosing an elder is to choose based on 
popularity. Or, for politics (decisions to be made, etc). Or to be made on the base of their 
pocket books. Or just as an issue of prestige. No one should desire to be an elder (if it is for
popularity or other issue). What is the right criteria for choosing an elder?

• “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood (Acts 20: 28) (Also see Acts 20:17). “ 

• Pastor is used only one time, and it is in Eph. 4:11. These men Paul speaks to are to 
be overseers/shepherds caring for God’s people spiritually speaking. 

• It is a good thing for a men to desire to be an elder: to care for God’s church. What 
we should desire is to be qualified to take care of God’s people, not the title. 
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What does it take to be an elder? 1 Timothy 3.1-7 teaches us. It teaches us what kind of 
men we should have in the church. It wasn’t about actually being chosen to be an elder, 
but aspiring for that kind of life – that an elder has. That kind of character. 15 
characteristics. We must measure people according to these qualifications. Only one thing 
matters: Is it biblical? Is a man scripturally qualified?

The first seven qualifications for an elder are found in 1 Timothy 3:2:

1. Above reproach. “Not laid hold of”. There is no charge or criticism that could 
come against this man, that could be latched onto. He is above reproach. It does not
mean he is perfect. None of this is to indicate they are perfect, but they are God-
seeking and obedient to the Father. Criticism could come from doing the right 
thing, but none could point out sin in their lives. 

2. Husband of one wife. What does that mean? He is a one-woman-man. It is 
addressing the subject of having multiple wives, not the topic of divorce. We can 
get tempted to eliminate men God does not want for us to eliminate (single, 
widower, and/or divorced). The question of divorce can be discussed in a different 
place. Here, it sparks that an elder (if married) is a husband is devoted to his one 
wife. 

3. Sober-minded. It literally means to abstain from wine. It addresses intoxication. To 
be sober-minded meant to be a person who is clear-headed and balanced in his 
thinking. 

4. Self-controlled. It means to be of the same mind. In Mark 5, Jesus heals a demonic, 
he is put in his right mind (see Mark 5:15). To be reasonable. It goes along the lines 
of sober-mindedness. He does not respond out of emotions. 

5. Respectable. In 2:9, the same word is applied to show modesty in women. An elder
needs to have good modest behavior. 



6. Hospitable. “Friendliness to strangers”. An application of this is an elder who uses 
his home as a safe place for a stranger to stay (with the help and content of his wife if
married). Is his wife on board and similar in her character also? 

7.  Able to teach. Elders are to shepherd and guard – they are there to protect the 
sheep. That is what it means to be a shepherd. What they use to shepherd the flock 
is the Word of God. It is not his own words or false teachings, but using the very 
Word of God to protect and care for God’s church! The elder needs to teach God’s 
Word, but it doesn’t necessarily mean teaching a Sunday school class. They come 
alongside new or struggling Christians and disciple them in the Word of God and 
fellowship. The key is to impart God’s truth and recognize error. 

The remaining eight characteristics are from 1 Timothy 3:3-7:

8. Not a drunkard - v. 3. The Bible has much to say concerning alcohol. This is not 
the place to address that, but this qualification is necessary for any man to be 
considered for an elder ministry: he is not to be giving into wine or alcohol. The 
pastor today mentioned Christian liberty. Do we take into consideration what is 
beneficial for not only us, but others whose lives we impact? (see 1 Corinthians 
10:23-33). As believers, and particularly so for an elder, we need to be an example 
and an elder, as a leader, stands out.

9. Not violent - v. 3. An elder is not a man who strikes with his fist or tongue. He 
doesn’t have a bad temper. An elder is not to be quarrelsome. “Preach the Word, 
Love the people, and Keep your mouth shut” is the advice Charles Stanley gave Dr.
Price many years ago concerning a church situation… Elders need not to be 
reactive in a violent way. The elders ought to keep entrusting themselves to the 
Father.

10. Gentle - v. 3. They need to be patient and moderate, and also understand the spirit



of the law not just the letter.

11.Not Quarrelsome – v. 3. He won’t allow anger to dominate his actions.

12.Not a lover of money. It doesn’t mean they shouldn’t have any money. The issue is 
the attitude toward the money. “The love of evil is the root of all evil.”

13.Manages household well – v. 4-5. A man whose kids are uncontrollable, will not be
the best choice for an elder. Can the elder control his household in the proper way? 
Would his family vote for him? What does his wife think about his elder position?

14.Not a recent convert - v. 6. It protects the church. It protects the individual 
themselves. An elder needs to be mature in Christ. The elder could become “puffed
up” if he is a recent covert and in an elder leadership role.

15.Well thought of by outsiders - v. 7. What would people in the community think of
that man becoming an elder? We must be wise and discerning about the elders we 
select to lead our church. Is he a man with a good reputation?

Lastly, does the church body see this man of God as an elder? Take into account the men 
God has placed in your pasture, not only the vocal ones concerning eldership. Pray God 
will build up men of God with these very characteristics and a heart for His Church!


