
Week 2: The Holy Spirit

“And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth,
the Good News that God saves you. And when you

believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving
you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.
The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us

the inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us
to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.”

Ephesians 1:13-14

Introduction:
How do you know it is God's voice and not another voice?

– It's not comfortable.
– He gives us peace.

– He confirms it in His Word.

We need the balance between faith and wisdom to discern His voice.

There are many questions about the Holy Spirit. Our problem is not asking 
them. The sin of the OT was not believing in the Father. The sin of the NT was not
believing in Jesus the Son. The sin of our generation is not believing in the Holy 
Spirit. He is third in the Trinity. All that the Holy Spirit is, dwells in the believer. 
The Holy Spirit is our comforter and guide. We must believe in the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. We must know who the Holy Spirit is, and what He does.

Bullet – Points:

1. The Holy Spirit is the primary way God guides His believers today.



2. How does the Holy Spirit work in our lives?
3. The Holy Spirit, all of the Holy Spirit, indwells every believer.
4. Every person, whether believer or nonbeliever, is made up of body, 

soul, and spirit.
5. When you become a believer, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in you.
6. Every person, whether believer or nonbeliever, has a conscience

that is part of the soul.
7. The conscience is not the voice of God.
8. When you think the Holy Spirit is leading you, look for...
9. The Five M's of Correctly Hearing God...

In-Depth Notes:

1. The Holy Spirit is the primary way God guides His believers today. 

John 16:13 – when the Spirit of Truth comes, He will guide you into all truth
– speaking only what the Father says for Him to say. There is much to learn 
about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has been given to us as a guide!

2. How does the Holy Spirit work in our lives? 

Eph. 1:13
Part of our inheritance is the Holy Spirit. We have been sealed with the 
Holy Spirit. God sealed us with the promised Holy Spirit. When we became a
believer, we were sealed with the Holy Spirit to offer us protection. Col. 3:3. 
Sealed. John 10:10. We never have to question our salvation or if we have the
Holy Spirit – for it is not something we can “lose”. If we are a believer in 
Christ, we have the Holy Spirit! It is our shield. It recognizes when danger is 
coming quickly upon us. In v. 14 of Eph 1, we are given the Holy Spirit as 



our inheritance. God will give to us all He has promised! God has sealed us; 
Holy Spirit is guaranteed to us when we come to Jesus as our Lord and 
Savior.

3. The Holy Spirit, all of the Holy Spirit, indwells every believer. 

God fully gives us the Holy Spirit. He doesn't loan us only part of Him. We 
are given all of Him: the full installment of the Holy Spirit. We may have only
given Him part of us, but He gives us all of Him!

4. Every person, whether believer or nonbeliever, is made up of body, soul, and 
spirit.

God is so holy, and we are so unholy. There is nothing in us that can allow us 
to connect to God before we come to Christ. Nothing in us will allow it. We 
are absolutely different. When the Holy Spirit comes upon us, we receive all 
of Him. We can connect with Him, and experience a great intimacy. We are 
called friends and are no longer His enemies once we come to Christ. Christ 
has put on our dirty rags, and clothed us in His righteousness!

5. When you become a believer, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in you.

2 Cor. 5:17
When we come to Christ and are given the Holy Spirit as a by-product, we 
are given a brand new life.... We are a brand new creation. Given all we 
needed (1 Pet. 1:3). We need to learn how to tap into our divine resources. 
How do we fill ourselves up with Him? How do we give Him control over 
our lives? The divine nature of God lives on the inside of us – we need to tap 
into His power. Recognizing ours is not enough, and exchanging our 
weakness for His strength. We need to utilize God's resources. We act like 



spiritual hillbillies instead of the spiritual millionaires that we are!

1 John 2:27
Eph 1:16
God wants us to realize what we have in our possession: spiritual 
understanding, wisdom, and knowledge of God. We have much God wants 
to teach us. Will we exchange our mundane life for the spiritually extravagant 
life that God wants to bless us with? He has already given it to us, but it is an 
unopened present! God has given us the ability to discern things we otherwise
couldn't discern. God has given us the ability to possess wisdom – God's kind 
of wisdom- that we would otherwise be without. Will we realize the spiritual 
fountain that awaits us? There is a hidden wisdom that the smartest people 
don't have access to. It only comes from the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
gives us access to many blessings that we aren't tapping into.

1 Cor 10:2-12
We can have all these resources, but there is interference. We aren't setting 
our spiritual ears on God. There is too much interference. The devil, who has 
came to steal, kill, and destroy, will make us think we aren't hearing from God
– that we are making it up. Hearing from God (Deut 30:11-14) is not above 
our level. God has made His Word available to all! We are hearing Him, but 
we are convincing ourselves that we just aren't hearing from Him.

John 12:29
Most likely, He is speaking... We just aren't realizing God is speaking to us.

6. Every person, whether believer or nonbeliever, has a conscious
that is part of the soul.

Even unsaved people, have a conscience. The conscience evaluates all human 



action. It is shaped by environment and teachings – what we are taught, what 
we are around, and experiences. That's why others can be unsaved and have 
morals regarding certain things. We can have a conscience about not doing 
one thing, while another does not share that conviction we might (see Rom. 
14:23 for more on this subject).

7. The conscience is not the voice of God.

The conscience is part of our sinful self. We can't change our conscience on 
our own. It is only changed by the Holy Spirit. (2 Thess. 2:13). God changes 
us. He can empower us to do what He asks of us. He put His power inside of 
us. Immediately when becoming a believer, God does His work – He starts 
transforming – He starting making us Christ-like. Immediately, God can 
begin working. Others can stop doing whatever sinful things they were doing,
before they got saved. In others, the process is a gradual one. The point is: 
God permeates in us – and He does His Work. We need to cooperate with 
God. 

Rom. 12:1 
We need to join in what God is doing in us. He changes our mind, will, 
emotions, and our conscience. The Holy Spirit and the Father join together – 
and begin working together – to bring about the change within us. There is a 
gut level reaction that we all have within us through our conscience, and God 
will cause our conscience to react and move us to work in favor of God's own 
Will – not our own (Rom. 9:1; Acts 23:1; 2 Tim. 1:3). There becomes an 
agreement between the voice of God and the conscience. That is why Paul 
could go into ministry and persecution... God's voice comes with so much 
authority. Even if our feelings and mind don't agree, God's voice wins over – 
and we know that's God speaking – and we need to act in obedience. Even if 
we don't agree with it, we go – because we know it is God steering us to go.



The red flag of conviction is Him saying “Stop”.
The green light of ease and peace is Him saying “Go”.

Will we obey His voice of authority over our desires? His voice should 
dominate over every other thing. It won't be a tight squeeze where “it might 
work” or “we can make it work”. He will provide the room needed to walk 
in obedience. Will we make up our minds to do what God says – even if we 
don't agree?

James 4:17 - To do what is right through the help of the Holy Spirit, over our
own desires, opinions, and will. Will we choose to obey – knowing God will 
be well pleased?  God will maneuver our spirits, to move us where we need to
be. Our conscience is not God's voice, but He may use it. Our conscience is 
not perfect. 

8. When you think the Holy Spirit is leading you, look for:

• the witness of Holy Spirit.
• the illumination of the Scripture.
• the confirmation of God's hand in Circumstance.

“If you do not know what to do, stand still – 
until you are sure that it is God speaking to you

regarding what to do in that circumstance.”

• An inner peace is not enough. What does God's Word say on it?
• Stand on the Word of God! Do not rely on your feelings.
• Don't spend energy worrying about it. Spend energy praying about it.

9. The Five Ms of Correctly Hearing God:



• Look for the message of the Spirit.
• Live in the mode of prayer. 
• Search out the model of Scripture. (Look at the big picture of Scripture, not 

taking Scripture out of context – to make them say what is only pleasing to 
our own desires)

• Submit to the Ministry of Eli. (1 Sam. 3; Mentor to turn to – who is wiser and
mature in their walk with Christ and will help you to discern God's Voice on 
your life).

• Expect the mercy of confirmation. (Ask God to confirm what you sense He is 
saying for you to do.)

We need to wait for God to confirm. It won't take extra time. It is living on 
the awareness of God, and trusting God – and knowing He takes joy in 
knowing we want to expect God to confirm. We want to honor Him. I think
it would greatly please Him, not annoy Him – if we want to “be sure” it is 
Him. When we are sure, we need to be obedient and not stall in carrying out 
our obedience to God by doing His Will.

By not listening and obeying God, we are severing our relationship with the 
Holy Spirit (Jn 17:17). We will be less bothered by sin. Our conscience won't 
bother us as much. We will not be able to discern His voice. God has grace 
and mercy on us. Bring to God in prayer. Seek His forgiveness. Pray for a 
desire to hear His voice, and immediately begin to obey. God holds us 
accountable about what we hear, and promises to be our ever-present help. 
He will lead us into His will. Let's not grieve the Holy Spirit.


