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Without the transition we see in the book of Acts, we would be confused – 
wondering what we missed from the jump of John (the Gospel) to Romans. The book of 
Acts can be called “the Acts of the Holy Spirit”.

The Holy Spirit’s Presence is evident in the book of Acts. For learning and seeking 
a spirit-filled life, we need to take a serious look at the book of Acts. We need to be on 
mission with God. Meaning: in tuned with the Holy Spirit. God wants us to experience 
vibrant, exciting life (see John 5:21) To get there, we need to listen to the Holy Spirit. We
need to pursue spirit-filled living. It’s what our hearts long for – even if we don’t know it. 
Part of that kind of living is sharing God’s Word and the testimonies God has given us.
As followers of Jesus, we have a responsibility to give the Gospel to others – and it is only 
by the Holy Spirit’s power. When the Holy Spirit gets ahold of us, we can’t help but share
the Gospel and the Word of God with others. We can’t help but share what He is doing in
our lives. In Acts 13, God gives us a clear vision of this process that takes place: from God 
calling us to His carrying out His mission using us.

•Sent by the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:4)
“ the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me… for the work to which I have called them… So,
being sent out by the Holy Spirit…”

•Reaching out (Acts 13:4b-5a)
“[T]hey went down … When they arrived at Salamis…[began to serve]”

•The message they had to give (Acts 13:5a)
“They proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John 
to assist them.”

The Holy Spirit is at work. Before they “got the call” to go, God knew His plan for
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the Apostles and the communities they would visit. God knew that He would use these 
men to pour into many individuals for His glory and that they might know Him!

The book of Acts was written by Luke (see Luke 1.1-4; Acts 1.1). Acts’ message can
be summed up in Acts 1:8: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere…” It is all 
about the acts of the Holy Spirit. In 2:38, we are called to repent, be baptized, and receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a by-product of coming to Christ.

“To do something new, we must look at something old.” – Adrian Rogers

The book of Acts teaches us how to fill Spirit-filled lives. This is what we need to 
be doing. This is how we need to be living.

1.We need to recognize His     Presence in us! (Acts 1:1-3)

We need to allow the Holy Spirit to live the Christian life. We cannot do it on our 
own – we will fail. We will fail within the first five minutes of trying to do it on our own. 
We have to allow Jesus to live through us. He never told us we could do it on own own. 
Mt 28 – we are to make disciples, teaching, baptizing – but never in our own strength. It’s
not about our strength, but about His strength – His power – His Presence – His Holy 
Spirit.

2. We need to rely on the promises to us!

Receiving the Holy Spirit when we place our truth in Christ – is a promise! It 
doesn’t rely on our abilities or efforts, but God’s promises. Meaning: God is the One who 
will bring it about. We don’t need to do the work, but trust God to do the work. We are 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and need to be shining our light to others.
 

We need to know the Holy Spirit’s characteristics, and focus on the Holy Spirit – 
and what God wants to use it to speak to us about what He is wanting to do. We aren’t 



allowing the Holy Spirit to be used, like we need to. That is something that needs to be 
changed – and now. We need to give the Holy Spirit control. We need to sit in the 
passenger seat, and allow God to teach us about what His Holy Spirit is – instead of our 
focusing on what it isn’t and how the world has twisted what they believe the Holy Spirit 
is. Are we living a spirit-filled life? It’s not enough to just be saved, but we need to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit – otherwise we will have a rough road.

We need more power in our lives! It can only come by the Holy Spirit. Scripture 
has much to say regarding living a spirit-filled life. It is not dull. It is vibrant living that 
shines a testimony to all we encounter, as we seek to be obedient to our Father and Savior.
We need to respond to His program through us! (Acts 1:8b)

A lot of times, we say we don’t know what to say to others. But in Acts, these men 
of God didn’t either. The Holy Spirit reminded them that God would give them the 
words to speak. He wants us to allow our lives to shine and help others to know His grace,
goodness, love, and deliverance. Our lives have a testimony, and we need to be allowing it
to sing.


