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But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,

and to the end of the earth." -Acts 1:8

As believers, our lives are the book of Acts. Our chapter is 29. We need to be living
the book of Acts, and making it our mission to make God's name widely known and 
ministering where God sends us. Missional living is God “moves into the neighborhood”. 
In the Message translation, it states John 1:14 like this:

“The Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.

We saw the glory with our own eyes,
the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son,

Generous inside and out, true from start to finish.”

 That's what Jesus does – and wants for us to be. We need to be well – intended in 
keeping an eye out for what God wants us to do – in our neighborhoods, our churches, 
our cities, and the world we live in. The Holy Spirit is the greater power in the Church, 
and we can tap into that power – not for a limited time, but for life. We need to know the
truth about the Holy Spirit. What is the evidence of a spirit – filled life? How do we get it?
What do we do with it?

Prayer is the home that gives us a sharp edge – so we keep growing, not becoming 
spiritual dull or numb to the Holy Spirit. A relationship with the Holy Spirit makes all the 
difference in our spiritual lives. We cannot do it on our own. We need Spirit-filled lives. 
Every follower of Jesus should want to fulfill the biblical command, and do what God 
teaches us in His Word. The Holy Spirit is more than spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit's 
evidence in our lives – is much more than what society tells us it is (gift of speaking in 
tongues, etc). What we believe about the Holy Spirit must line up with the Word of God.
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1. The Why – Why do we need the power of the Holy Spirit?

• Power over sin. Gal. 5:16-21

This is a picture of our society – the sins of our society. It's the battle against our 
flesh. We need the Holy Spirit to gain power over our sinful nature. It is impossible 
for us to do that without God.

• Power in Salvation. Rom. 1:16; 1 Cor. 2:4

Just as our car needs gas, there has to be that filling up of the Holy Spirit. It is 
something only God does. We have to go to God to be filled.

• For power in service. Ezek. 36:27

If we are going to serve, we need to seek God's guidance. We need to allow the 
Holy Spirit to invade our lives daily. Going to service in His Presence – and not 
because it is something we want to or “should be doing”.

• For power in sacrifice. Rom. 12:1-2; Ps. 51:17 

We need to be a living sacrifice. A broken spirit is one that will willingly seek God's
face and seek His Holy Spirit's guidance. We can come boldly to His throne, 
confronting our sin, and seeking God's forgiveness. God wants His Holy Spirit to 
address us about our sin problem. We need to listen. There is too much of what I 
want to do, and not enough of what God wants to do. And, that's not leadership. 
It's sin... It needs about Him, not you or me. Another thing is, we need come 
forgiving one another, for we are all broken. We all need Jesus. We all need to deny
our flesh, and seek God! We've messed up – we aren't perfect – we are human.

• For the power in supplication. Rom. 8:26-27; Eph. 6:18



The Spirit helps us to know what to pray for, and even intercedes us. He who 
searches the heart, knows our minds, and can intercede for us. We don't have to 
have our prayers together, but can bring to God broken groans that are all we know
to pray. God allows us to do that, because of His Holy Spirit. If we aren't in the 
Word of God, how can we know God's Will... or hear His Holy Spirit? We need 
to have a prayer life. It is how we grow in our walk with our Creator. It's how we 
know Him. It's how we hear His voice!

2. The How of it – How do we get His power of the Holy Spirit?

- Confess - 1 Jn. 1:7-9

Jesus cleanse us from all sin. We need to come repenting daily, for we fail Him 
daily. God is faithful and justice. He forgives us no matter how many times we 
come seeking His forgiveness. He never grows tired of us. We need to come 
repenting regularly – it is not just a one time encounter. Recognizing we are sinners
who fail God and confess our sins as we turn to Him is the most vital part of 
receiving His Holy Spirit. It means realizing we need Him to save us from our sins, 
and we are going to trust Him to forgive us for all of our shortcomings... We need 
to come to God, trusting He will repair our broken lives (because we cannot do it 
alone), and seeking to walk in Him. What do we need to confess? We need to 
come and do business with God.

- Renounce - Ps. 66:18; Isa. 59:2

We need to put away our sin. Our sins have separated us from God. We need to 
confess it. We need to renounce it. We need to remove it from our lives – for 
good! We need to lean on God, and pray that God would help us to remove it from
our lives – and God is faithful and He will do it. We need to turn away from these 
things. God is gracious to forgive, but we need to stop doing it. We know it hurts 
our relationship with Him, so why keep doing it? His grace will cover us, but we 
need to surrender.



- Surrender - Rom. 6:13

Surrender everything to Jesus – our spirits, bodies, minds, etc. We need to use our 
members as instruments of righteousness and not wickedness. We need to resolve to
use all we are for God alone!

- Obey - Acts 5:32; Jn. 14:21

We need to obey God. We need to seek Him in His Word, and obey. We can't be 
as James stated in chapter 1:

For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at 
his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has 
immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at 
the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful 
hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. (vs. 23-25)

It is easy to read and forget what we read. We need to be deliberate in taking away 
from our time in the Word of God. We need to be intentional in applying God's 
Word to our lives – daily! We need to strive to obey God, our Creator, in what we 
know is His Will, and He will help us with everything else. God will show up 
when we give ourselves to Him. He will speak to us in ways we could never 
imagine!

- Reconcile - Matt. 18:15-22

If our brother sins against you, go and tell him one-on-one. If they have a fault 
with you, go and discuss it together. If he refuses to listen, take one to two with you
– as witnesses. If he still refuses to listen, treat him like a tax collector. Love him. 
Trust God to deal with them about their fault. Pray for them. Get into the Word of 
God to see His Will for the situations we face. We reconcile – whenever possible. 



We live at peace with men, whenever possible (see Romans 12:18(! If we want a 
healthy church, we need to pursue healthy relationships – and not sweep situations 
under the rug. The responsibility is we want to reconcile with one another in the 
right way – if there is a need for it.

3. The Imperative of it – Eph. 5:18

We need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Are we being filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Are we seeking to be in the Word of God and prayer like we ought to? There 
should be a resounding “no” for every single one of us. We could always be more 
filled with the Holy Spirit. We could always be more in the Word. We can always 
be more prayerful. Being filled is a continuous thing, not a one time thing. It is an 
absolute and non-negotiable! We need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. It doesn't 
mean pursuing a different filling, like we tend to. We need to allow God to be our 
soul satisfaction. It was said today that “if we are not spirit-filled, we are in rebellion
with God. By not being spirit-filled, we are not in close connection to God! We 
are in rebellion.” After the Spirit-filled week I had, I have to say that I can honestly 
see that. I was different this week, because I was filled by God alone. I was hearing 
God's voice clearer than I have before. The true about hearing God's voice is: If we 
aren't hearing His voice, we are missing the awareness of having sin in our lives. We
must discern His voice, and respond in obedience. I used to worry about not being 
able to hear His voice, but He will show us and help us to tune in our spiritual eyes 
and ears – as we seek to hear from God. Do we crave to hear from God? May we 
crave even more! 

When we are spirit-filled, we are honestly in a tremendously different places in 
term of our person and relationship with God. It is the difference between night 
and day. Let's look at the difference.

– Your Worship Life will be effected. Eph. 5:19-20

It will affect how we come together and worship. It affects our home life and how 



we worship. It will affect not only the frequency of our quiet time, but the quality 
of our quiet time. When we devote time to being with the King of Kings, there is 
no doubt that we are forever changed!

– Your Wedded Life Effected - Eph. 5:22-25

It affects our relationships. If it can affect our marital relationships, shouldn't it also 
affect our singleness and desire to wait on God to bring a life-mate? If single, date 
spirit-filled people only. “Do not be unequally yoked to a nonbeliever.” By not 
finding a spirit-filled person to date and potentially marry, you are making a 
decisions that will affect your entire life and how much you can devote to God. 
Seek only a spirit-filled life-mate, if single.

– Your Work Life will be effected. - Eph. 6:5-9

It affects your work life. It depends on how you will seek to give more on the job. 
It affects your view of your boss/coworkers.

– Your War Life will be effected. - Eph. 6:10-17 

We need to put on our armor, because we will face a battle. We will be more aware
of the spiritual struggle, and seek God readily. We will avoid traps that can only be 
avoided by living a spirit-filled life!

– Your Witness Life will be effected. -Eph. 6:18-19

To be a good witness, we need to have a spirit-filled life. The Holy Spirit comes 
upon us, and when spirit-filled – we will want to share the Word of God. We will 
glow for Him, and our witness will mean something to the other person. We will 
shine much brighter than we could ever anticipate or imagine. It's an... incredible 
transformation only God can do – as we seek to deeper our intimacy with our 
Creator through His Word (The Bible) and our prayer lives.



* * It is a total opportunity before God * *

4. The Evidence of it – What are the signs of a spirit – filled life?

-  Holiness of life – Acts 4:7-13
- Sharing Christ – Acts 8:4-5, 26, 35

When the Holy Spirit is in you, He will lead you to do things you ordinarily 
wouldn't do. You would share Christ with people you don't normally talk to. You 
will shine when you normally wouldn't – in terms of your physical appearance. You
will gladly and boldly share Christ with others.

- Fruit of Spirit – Gal. 5:22-23

What evidence in your life do you have of the fruit of the Spirit? You have all of 
them. They may be varying degrees, but they are there. What if they are there, but 
being unnoticed?

- Better Relationships – Eph. 4:32

You will forgive others, more readily – with being Spirit-filled. Our relationships 
with God will radically change. We won't lag in our quiet times or serving. We will
radically change. Our relationships with others will change. We will love them in a 
more Christ-like way. We will react to people in a much better way. Our criticism 
will be replaced with thanksgiving. It is a totally brand new way of life. It is a way of
life we need to be experiencing, and much of us are not. We need to pursue Spirit-
filled living (see John 5:21). (See 1 Thess. 1, 5:18; 2 Thess. 2:3)

5. Application Questions: To be greatly used of God, you must be controlled and 
filled with the Holy-Spirit.



• Do you have the fruit   of the Holy Spirit in your life? (Do we talk about the fruit of
the Spirit, or let our lives reveal the truth? Are we going to go to those who have 
offended us for reconciliation? Are we craving God and encouraging others with 
His Holy Word?)

• Are you empowered  with the Holy Spirit? (Are we actively pursuing the Holy 
Spirit?)

• How can you be effectively used by the Holy Spirit? (1. Be saved (if not trusting in 
Christ as your Savior. 2. Confess your sins to make sure nothing hinders your 
relationship with Him. 3. Examine your quiet time and its quality. Be open to 
spending that time in a new, more enriching way – never wrong to want to “switch
up” how you go about your quiet time with the Lord.)

• Can you honestly say that you are Spirit – filled?


